
  Medium Term Plan – Traders and Raiders Year 4 (This is the first half of a whole term topic)  
Intended Outcome of Topic:  
Week 1/ 2 – These weeks have been dedicated to settling children back into 
school. Lessons will include an element of transition-based work as well as a 
focus on emotional wellbeing and mindfulness, developing growth mindset and 
positive learning behaviours and learning about our school values. This is 
supported by our PSHE Curriculum which uses the Jigsaw scheme of work. The 
children in year will follow a series of 6 growth mindset lessons.   
 
Memorable Learning Experience (Second Half of Topic) - The children will also participate 
in an interactive Viking day, in which children will participate in a range of historical and 
craft activities. The children will dress up as Vikings and Anglo Saxons to spend the day 
exploring their life in role. 
 

SMSC Links: 
• give expression to personal thoughts, beliefs and feelings through speaking and writing  
• understand the different ways in which human beings have tried to make sense of their lives and given 

expression to their deepest hopes and fears (e.g. in myth and legend, parable, biography, poetry and song)  
• collaborate with others to create or present devised or scripted drama  
• learn about language variation in English and how language relates to national, regional and cultural identities  

• respond with a sense of awe and wonder at scientific discoveries  
• discuss the social benefits and problems brought about through science  
• appreciate how the subject of History embodies aspects of the human spirit: our drive to revisit, find out about 

and learn from the past, applying it to the present and future  
• understand that what we (individually and collectively) are now, is as a result of the past, and reflect on the 

question, "Who am I?" in relation to our origins  
• consider the lives, writings and influence of inspirational figures from the past  
• recognise that actions have consequences by considering the results of events and decisions  
• explore how different interpretations of the past reflect different viewpoints and values  
• learn how our present society has been shaped by the 
• learn about the historical roots of our own culture past 

 
 

Subject Week 1/2 
Transition/ Recovery 

Curriculum 

Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 

Engage/ 
Develop/ 
Innovate/ 
Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ 
Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

English Stand Alone Unit based on 
‘Voices in the Park’ by 
Anthony Browne 
- I can write so that my 

letters are easy to read, 
all the same way up and 
the same size; my 
writing is spaced 
properly so that my 
letters don’t overlap. 

- I can assess my work, 
and that of others, and 
suggest improvements. 

- I can discuss words and 
phrases that excite me in 
the books that I read. 

- I can predict what will 
happen in a text, using 
details I have already 
read to help me. 

- I can understand how 
the use of words in a 
text, how it is set out, 

Assessment/ Building 
Sentence Structures 
Spring term NFER Year3 – 
Reading and GPS 
Focus on sentence 
structures: 

- Noun phrase 
- Expanded Noun 

Phrase 
- Capital letter 
- Full stop 

 

Persuasive 
- I can plan my 

writing by talking 
about the important 
parts to have in a 
story, poem, 
explanation or non-
fiction piece, and I 
can redraft this 
work a number of 
times. 

- I can assess my 
work, and that of 
others, and suggest 
improvements. 

- I can edit my work 
by changing the 
grammar to improve 
the way my work 
reads. 

-  

Setting Description 
- I can make my writing 

interesting by using 
adjectives and other 
descriptive methods. 

- I can use an adverb 
phrase at the start of a 
sentence e.g. Later that 
day, I heard the bad 
news. 

- I can use paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a 
theme. 

- I can plan my writing by 
talking about the 
important parts to have in 
a story, poem, explanation 
or non-fiction piece, and I 
can redraft this work a 
number of times. 

- I can assess my work, and 
that of others, and suggest 
improvements. 

- I can write so that my 
letters are easy to read, all 

Character Descriptions 
- I can make my writing 

interesting by using 
adjectives and other 
descriptive methods. 

- I can use an adverb phrase 
at the start of a sentence e.g. 
Later that day, I heard the 
bad news. 

- I can use paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a 
theme. 

- I can plan my writing by 
talking about the important 
parts to have in a story, 
poem, explanation or non-
fiction piece, and I can 
redraft this work a number 
of times. 

- I can assess my work, and 
that of others, and suggest 
improvements. 

 
 

Poetry (Diamante and 
Kennings) 
- I can plan my writing by 

talking about the 
important parts to have 
in a story, poem, 
explanation or non-
fiction piece, and I can 
redraft this work a 
number of times. 

- I can assess my work, 
and that of others, and 
suggest improvements. 

- I can read my work out 
to a group with 
confidence and make sure 
it sounds interesting, 
controlling tone and 
volume so that its 
meaning is clear. 

- I can discuss different 
types of poetry e.g. free 
verse and narrative 
poetry 

Poetry 
- I can plan my 

writing by talking 
about the important 
parts to have in a 
story, poem, 
explanation or non-
fiction piece, and I 
can redraft this work 
a number of times. 

- I can assess my 
work, and that of 
others, and suggest 
improvements. 

- I can read my work 
out to a group with 
confidence and make 
sure it sounds 
interesting, 
controlling tone and 
volume so that its 
meaning is clear. 

- I can discuss 
different types of 



and its presentation add 
to its meaning. 

- I can ask questions 
about what I have read 
to help me understand a 
complicated text. 

the same way up and the 
same size; my writing is 
spaced properly so that 
my letters don’t overlap. 

poetry e.g. free verse 
and narrative poetry 

Reading ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ 
By Cressida Cowell  

 I can use a 
dictionary to check 
the meaning of 
words. 

 I can discuss words 
and phrases that 
excite me in the 
books that I read 

 I can ask questions 
about what I have 
read to help me 
understand a 
complicated text. 

‘How to Train Your 
Dragon’ By Cressida 
Cowell 

 I can tell from what 
I have read how a 
character is feeling 
and thinking and 
why they take an 
action. I can show 
you the parts of the 
text that tell me 
this. 

 I can check what I 
have read, and that 
I have understood 
it, by telling 
someone else what 
has happened. 

 I can use a 
dictionary to check 
the meaning of 
words. 

 I can discuss words 
and phrases that 
excite me in the 
books that I read 

 I can ask questions 
about what I have 
read to help me 
understand a 
complicated text. 

 

‘How to Train Your Dragon’ 
By Cressida Cowell  

 I can tell from what I 
have read how a 
character is feeling and 
thinking and why they 
take an action. I can 
show you the parts of 
the text that tell me 
this. 

 I can check what I 
have read, and that I 
have understood it, by 
telling someone else 
what has happened. 

 I can use a dictionary 
to check the meaning 
of words. 

 I can discuss words 
and phrases that excite 
me in the books that I 
read 

 I can ask questions 
about what I have 
read to help me 
understand a 
complicated text. 

 

‘How to Train Your Dragon’ By 
Cressida Cowell  

 I can tell from what I 
have read how a 
character is feeling and 
thinking and why they 
take an action. I can 
show you the parts of 
the text that tell me this. 

 I can check what I have 
read, and that I have 
understood it, by telling 
someone else what has 
happened. 

 I can use a dictionary to 
check the meaning of 
words. 

 I can discuss words and 
phrases that excite me in 
the books that I read 

 I can ask questions 
about what I have read 
to help me understand a 
complicated text. 

 

‘How to Train Your Dragon’ 
By Cressida Cowell 

 I can tell from what I 
have read how a 
character is feeling 
and thinking and why 
they take an action. I 
can show you the 
parts of the text that 
tell me this. 

 I can check what I 
have read, and that I 
have understood it, by 
telling someone else 
what has happened. 

 I can use a dictionary 
to check the meaning 
of words. 

 I can discuss words 
and phrases that 
excite me in the books 
that I read 

 I can ask questions 
about what I have 
read to help me 
understand a 
complicated text.  

 I can join in a clear 
reasoned discussion 
about the books and 
poems that I have 
read, taking turns and 
listening to others.  

‘How to Train Your 
Dragon’ By Cressida 
Cowell  

 I can tell from 
what I have read 
how a character 
is feeling and 
thinking and why 
they take an 
action. I can 
show you the 
parts of the text 
that tell me this. 

 I can check what 
I have read, and 
that I have 
understood it, by 
telling someone 
else what has 
happened. 

 I can use a 
dictionary to 
check the 
meaning of 
words. 

 I can discuss 
words and 
phrases that 
excite me in the 
books that I read 

 I can ask 
questions about 
what I have read 
to help me 
understand a 
complicated text. 

 I can join in a 
clear reasoned 
discussion about 
the books and 
poems that I have 
read, taking turns 
and listening to 
others. 

Maths Introduction of concrete 
resources in class and what 
we can use them for – base 
10 blocks, place value 
counters, Cuisenaire rods. 

White Rose Unit – Number 
and Place Value 
WALT: 
Recap numbers to 1,000 
Recap 100s, 10s and 1s 
Recap number lines to 1,000 
Round to the nearest 10 

White Rose Unit – Number 
and Place Value 
WALT 
Round to the nearest 100 
Count in 1,000s 
Represent numbers to 
10,000 
1000s, 100s, 10s and 1s 

White Rose Unit – Number 
and Place Value 
WALT: 
Partition numbers 
Use a number line to 10,000 
Recap finding 1, 10 and 100 
more or less 
Find 1,000 more or less 

White Rose Unit – Number and 
Place Value 
WALT:  
Compare 4-digit numbers 
Order 4-digit numbers 
Round to the nearest 1,000 
Count in 25s 
Explore negative numbers 

White Rose Unit – Number 
and Place Value 
WALT: 
Recognise and use negative 
numbers 
Explore Roman Numerals to 
100 
End of unit assessment 
Addition & Subtraction 

White Rose Unit – 
Addition & Subtraction 
WALT: 
Add two 4-digit numbers 
– no exchange 
Add two 4-digit numbers 
– one exchange 



Add and subtract 1s, 10s, 
100s and 1,000s 
Recap adding two 3-digit 
numbers, not crossing 10 or 
100 

Add two 4-digit numbers 
– more than one 
exchange 
 

Science 
Developing 
Experts 
Unit: 
Classifying 
Living 
Things and 
Their 
Habitats 

 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 

know how scientists 

classify animals 

* I know different ways we 

can classify animals into 

groups. 

** I can identify which 

groups some animals can be 

classified as. 

*** I can organise animals 

into different classification 

groups. 

Classify: To arrange things 
in classes or groups 
according to shared qualities 
or characteristics. 

Vertebrate: An animal with a 
backbone, or spine. 

Invertebrate: An animal 
without a backbone, or 
spine. 

Species: A grouping, or kind 
of animal, with similar 
characteristics. 

Characteristics: A feature or 
quality belonging to a 
species, as a way to identify 
them. 
 

 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 
understand the difference 
between vertebrate and 
invertebrate  
*  I know what a vertebrate 
and invertebrate is. 
** I know the features of 
vertebrates and 
invertebrates. 
***I can classify animals 
into vertebrate and 
invertebrate groups and 
make a scientific drawing. 

Vertebrate: An animal with 
a backbone, or spine. 

Invertebrate: An animal 
without a backbone, or 
spine. 

Amphibian: An animal 
which lives on both land 
and water and usually 
produces its eggs in water. 

Exoskeleton: Hard outer 
layer that covers and 
protects the body of an 
invertebrate animal like an 
insect. 

Skeleton: The frame of 
bones supporting a human 
or animal body. 
 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 

Know about cold-blooded 

reptiles 

* I know what a reptile and 

an amphibian is. 

** I know the features of an 

amphibian and reptile. 

*** I know what a reptile 
and an amphibian is 

Cold-blooded: An animal 
which controls body heat 
by taking it from the 
outside or being very 
active. 

Gills: The organ through 
which fish and other water 
creatures breathe. 

Oxygen: A chemical 
element that is a gas. 
Oxygen forms a large part 
of the air on the Earth. 

Scales: One of the many 
very small, flat pieces that 
cover the skin of fish and 
snakes. 

Reptile: A cold-blooded 
vertebrate. Snakes, lizards, 
turtles, and tortoises are 
reptiles. 
 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 

Know about warm-blooded 

birds and animals 

* I can list a range of warm-
blooded animals. 
** I can describe some features 
of warm-blooded animals. 
*** I can explain how a warm-
blooded animal maintains 
body temperature. 

Bird: A warm-blooded animal 
which has feathers, wings, a 
beak, and is able to fly. 

Mammal: A warm-blooded 
animal which has fur or hair, 
gives birth to live young and 
feeds offspring with milk. 

Warm-blooded: An animal 
which keeps a constant body 
temperature, related to its 
environment. 

Migration: The seasonal 
movement of animals from 
one region to another. 

Hibernation: A period of time 
in the winter when an animal 
is in a dormant state. 
 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 
Understand how fish are 
different from amphibians and 
reptiles 
* I can identify a range of 
common features found in fish. 
** I can describe the 
characteristics of a fish. 
*** I can explain how fish are 
unique from amphibians and 
reptiles by comparing them. 

Fish: A cold-blooded vertebrate 
with gills and fins that lives in 
water. 

Amphibian: A cold-blooded 
animal unique because it can 
live both in water and on land. 

Reptile: A cold-blooded, dry-
skinned scaly animal which lays 
soft-shelled eggs on land. 

cold-blooded: An animal whose 
body temperature changes with 
the environment they are in. 

shark: A carnivorous fish 
 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 

understand habitats  

*  I can identify different 
habitats. 
** I can describe what is 
contained within a habitat 
(example: pond). 
*** I can explain how animals 

and plants are adapted for a 

certain habitat. 

pond dipping: A fun and 
simple way to explore an 
aquatic habitat sometimes 
using a net.  

Sample: A small amount of 
something that shows you 
what the rest is like. 

Habitat: A place where 
organisms live 

water lily: Aquatic plant 
which flowers. 

Newt: A small animal that 
lives mostly in water and that 
has four short legs, a long, 
low body and tail. 
 

End of unit assessment 

Computing WALT write a program with 

a sequence of instructions 

In this activity pupils 

program an animation of a 

Viking raid in Scratch. In 

doing so they learn that 

programming is the process 

of implementing algorithms 

as code and about the 

importance of sequencing 

commands 

(May go over 2 lessons) 

 

 WALT: Use sources of 

information in ways that 

go beyond simple 

observations to answer 

questions about the past  

Children to be given an 

area of Anglo-Saxon life: 

Homes, food, clothing, 

farming, hierarchy within a 

kingdom.  Children should 

present their findings 

clearly as part of a 

presentation. 

 

 WALT conduct research (linked 
to negative numbers maths 
lesson) 

 WALT understand 

computer networks 

including the internet; 

how they can provide 

multiple services, such as 

the world wide web 

In this activity pupils go 

on a hunt around their 

school to discover, and 

map the location of, 

devices connected to their 

school’s network. Pupils 

then learn about the role 

of each device by either 

conducting web-based 

research or using the 



matching activity 

included. 

NEEDS ADAPTING AS 

CHILDREN CAN’T WALK 

ROUND THE SCHOOL 

DUE TO COVID 

RESTRICTIONS. 

 

History  We are learning to: explain 
why, when and where the 
clans invaded Britain in the 
4th and 5th Century. 
* I can explain key 

vocabulary relating to the 

invaders of Britain. 

** I can use maps to display 

the Anglo-Saxon invasions 

and how this formed our 

county. 

*** I can explain why, when 

and where clans invaded 

Britain in the 4th and 5th 

century. 

 

 We are learning to: use 
historical sources to infer what 
the Anglo-Saxons were like. 
* I can infer if a positive or 
negative view is being 
expressed from a primary 
source.  
** I can use phrases from 
primary sources to infer what 
the Anglo-Saxons were like. 
*** I can independently infer 
meaning from a range of 
primary and secondary 
sources, using examples to 
give reasons for my views. 

 We are learning to: Make 
historical inferences from 
primary sources. 
* I can infer the status of a 
person from their belongings. 
** I can infer how Anglo-
Saxons lived using primary 
sources.  
*** I can infer the Anglo-
Saxons understanding of the 
world from materials used in 
primary sources. 

 

Geography   We are learning to: 

Explain the difference 

between the UK, British 

Isles and Great Britain.  

To locate some counties of 

the UK and the human and 

physical features of them.   

*I can locate the counties 

which make up the UK. 

** I can explain the 

difference between the UK, 

British Isles and Great 

Britain. 

*** I can locate and find my 

county and identify human 

and physical features of my 

county. 

 

 We are learning to: explain why 

settlements develop in certain 

locations. 

* I can explain what a 

settlement is. 

** I can identify and sort the 

resources needed for a settlement 

in order of importance. 

*** I can identify reasons settlers 

have chosen a site. 

 

 

 We are learning to: 

explain why settlements 

develop in certain 

locations. 

* I can list the things 

settlers need from a site. 

** I can identify and 

locate the features of a 

settlement on a map. 

*** I can give reasons 

why a settlement site 

might be appropriate or 

not. 

 

 

Art & 
Design 

 We are learning to: Explore 
the work of an artist to 
collect ideas and develop an 
understanding of dragons. 
* I can discuss the story 

shown in a painting with a 

partner. 

 We are learning to: Explore 
techniques for sketching to 
adapt and improve our work. 
* I can use lines to create 

texture with sketching pencils. 

** I can use sketch pencils to 

create texture and tones 

through line and shading. 

 We are learning to: select 
appropriate techniques to 
create different tone and 
shades when using soft 
pastels.  
To articulate how I can 
improve my work using 
technical terms. 

 



** I can write about a 

painting commenting on the 

story, medium, and 

techniques used by an 

artist. 

*** I can compare paintings 

with similar themes, writing 

to compare the story, 

medium, and techniques 

used by two artists. 

 
 

*** I can choose appropriate 

techniques and apply them to 

improve my work. 

 
 

* I can explore techniques to 

create texture and tones using 

soft pastels. 

** I can select the appropriate 

techniques learnt when 

working with soft pastels. 

*** I can evaluate my work, 

explaining how I might 

improve using technical terms 

learnt. 

 

Design 
Technology 
 

  We are learning to: Explore 

the clothing, textiles and 

techniques used by Vikings 

in preparation for my own 

design. 

* I can explain the 

materials used by the 

Vikings to make their 

clothes. 

** I can experiment with 

Viking techniques, such as 

weaving as a prototype of 

a future design.  

*** I can evaluate my 

research and prototype to 

improve a design. 

 We are learning to: explore the 
aesthetic design of Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon fabrics to help me 
design a product.   
*I know the features of the 
product. 
**I can draw a basic design. 
***I can draw and annotate a 
design – commenting on the 
materials and why I have 
chosen them. 
 

 We are learning to: 
follow instructions which 
involves several 
processes, skills and 
techniques. 
* I can explain what the 
weft and what the warp 
is. 
** I can follow 
instructions and use tools 
and equipment safely.  
*** I can use tools to 
create a piece of fabric 
by weaving. 

Religious 
Education 

 

 WALT: understand what 

places give me a place of 

belonging? 

 

 WALT: consider the food eaten 

by followers of Judaism 

 

 WALT:  know the meaning of 

Shema and Mezuzah 

 

 

PE 
(Outdoor) 

Lesson 1 – Introduction 

Lesson 

WALT: 

1. Participate in competitive 

games, modified where 

appropriate.  

2. Work well as part of a 

team 

Lesson 2 – Stick and ball 

familiarisation 

WALT: 
Develop control 
Perform the basic skills 
needed for the games with 
control and accuracy 
Devise suitable warm-up 
activities 

Lesson 3 – Dribbling 

WALT: 
Move with the ball, keeping 
it under control whist 
changing direction 
Understand the link 
between HR and breathing 
when exercising 

Lesson 4 – Passing 

WALT: 
Pass/send the ball with 
increasing accuracy 
Receive the ball successfully 

Lesson 5 – Shooting 

WALT:  
Shoot and score with increased 
success 
Learn how to evaluate and 
recognise their own success 

Lesson 6 – Final Lesson 

WALT: 

Move into space to receive the 

ball or create space for 

teammates 

Keep possession of the ball as 

part of a team 

Explain the tactics they have 

used in games 

 

Lesson 7 - Games 

WALT: 
Apply the skills we have 
learnt in lessons 
Work well as part of a 
team 
Evaluate or success in 
different areas 

PE Swimming Swimming Swimming Swimming Swimming Swimming Swimming 



CPHSE 
Jigsaw 
Healthy  

Me 
. 

 We are learning to: To 

become a class team. 

 

We are learning to: To 

understand what it means 

to become a school citizen. 

 

We are learning to: To explore 

rights, responsibilities and 

democracy within our school. 

 

We are learning to: To explore 

rewards and consequences 

 

We are learning to: To 

understand how groups come 

together to make decisions. 

 

We are learning to: To 

understand how 

democracy and having a 

voice benefits the school 

community. 

 

Growth 
Mindset 
Lessons  

(All 
completed 
in week 1 

and 2) 

Growth Mindset Lesson 1 

We are learning to: To 

identify and value how 

failure is an important part 

of the learning process.  

To define the term, 

‘successful’. 

Growth Mindset Lesson 2 

We are learning to: To 

identify strategies and 

learning when we make a 

mistake.      

Growth Mindset Lesson 3 

We are learning to: To 

identify words and phrases 

that can restrict us as 

learners. 

Growth Mindset Lesson 4 

We are learning to: To 

identify the characteristics of 

an effective learner.   

 

Growth Mindset Lesson 5 

We are learning to: To identify 

the characteristics of growth 

mindset and fixed mindset.  

To debate whether we are born 

to be good at something.   

 

Growth Mindset Lesson 6 

We are learning to: To 

identify the characteristics of 

an effective learner 

 

Music  
Taught by Mr Sills 

 

 

German WALT label items in German  WALT read single words 
(colours) 

WALT listen for key words; 
choose the correct words to 

complete a paragraph 

WALT understand weather 
phrases in German 

WALT read and understand 
familiar language; write a few 
sentences on a familiar topic 

(weather forecast) 

WALT name different types 
of transport; use the 

dictionary to find out the 
meaning of new words 

 

Other 
Details e.g. 

visits 
 

       

 


